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ideology which encloses the thinking of all
members of a given society.It is not singular
and monolithic--there is always a multiplicity
of discourses-so that the operation of power
structures is a significant a factor in (say) the
“family as in layers of government.(3)
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I intended to explore the ways in which major

English writers of the sixteenth century

created their own performances,to analyze the

choices they made in representing themselves

and in fashioning characters,to understand the

role of human autonomy in the construction of

identity .................. ,I perceived fashioning

oneself and being fashioned by cultural

institutions --family,religion,state-were

inseperably intertwined.(5)
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We cannot seperate literature and art from ~
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other kinds of social practice , in such a way

as to make them subject to quite special and

“distinct laws.(6)
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Prospero withholds food from his enemies, ~
spies upon them, listens to their secret
conversations, monitors their movements,
blocks their actions, keeps track of their
dealings with the island’s native inhabitant,
torments and disciplines his servants, defeats
conspiracies against his life. A crisis of
authority—deposition from power, exile,
impotence—gives way through the power of
his art to a full restoration. From this
perspective Prospero’s magic is the romance
equivalent of martial law. Yet The Tempest

seems to raise troubling questions about this

UGC Care Listed Journal 278 el bl 3t



“authority(10)
DA PG B e L

ey S 2 L §ESE 1y P Govhrry 2T
zé&d:guu/,u+ @nuﬁgéém‘fr J:@Jw,ﬁ,cguf("u}
J:@Jm-‘gttggu&5.{“/}*_!:%.“/;!6“/“7%3}@//}(&)&,@7
mwi/.,lz};;(}fz sz /v"/uéémi/‘/wt{
S &'5/05%’e?uz~.§vgu~°£’ulé_%u’? b2 (Clvet

A key question for the new historicists has ~

been the dialect of ‘subversion and

containment: how far do Renaissance text

offer a genuinely radical critique of the

religious and political ideologies of their day

and how far is the discursive practice of

literature, in its apparent subversiveness, a

“way of containing subversive energies.(11)
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By the historicity of texts, I mean to suggest’
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the cultural specifity, the social emodiment,of
all modes of writing-not only the texts that
critics study but also the texts in which we
study them. By the textuality of history, I
mean to suggest, firstly, that we can have no
access to a full and authentic past, a lived
material existence, unmediated by the
surviving textual traces of the society in
question-traces whose survival we cannot
assume to be merely contingent but must
rather presume to be at least partially
consequent upon complex and subtle social
processes of preservation and effacement; and
secondly, that those textual traces are
themselves subject to subsequent textual
mediations when they are construed as the
"documents" upon which historians ground
“their own texts, called "histories".(12)
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"Hayden White has forcefully reminded us,

such textual histories necessarily but always

incompletely constitute in their narrative and

rhetorical forms the "History" to which they

offer access.(13)"
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(1)Edgar’s possession is a theatrical

UGC Care Listed Journal 284 el bl 3t



performance exactly in Harsnett’s terms, but
there is no saving institution, purged of
theater, against which it may be set...
evacuated rituals, drained of their original
meaning, are preferable to no rituals at
“all.(15)
(2)Shakespeare’s tragedy reconstitutes as
theater the demonic principle demystified by
Harsnett. Edgar’s fraudulent, histrionic
performance is a response to this principle:
evacuated rituals, drained of their original
meaning, are preferable to no rituals at
“all.(16)
(3)Both exorcism and Harsnett’s own attack ~
on exorcism undergo a comparable process of
evacuation and transformed reiteration in
King Lear. Whereas before they had a literal,
“they now have a literary use.(17)
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New Historicism is that it is a method based ~

on the parallel reading of literary and non

literary texts, usually of the same historical

“period.(18)
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